
GENERAL MNETING.

May 18, 1887.

The meeting was called to order in the rooms of the American
Society of Civil Engineers, 127 East 23d Street, New York city,
at 10.45 A.M., by the retiring President of the Institute, Mr.
Frank L. Pope.
Mr. Pope addressed the meeting as follows:

Jlfembers of the Instituate and Gentlemen:
In bidding you welcome to the fourth annual meeting of the

Institute of Electrical Engineers, it affords me much gratification
to see such a large and representative attendance, and to note the
evidently increasing interest manifested by the electricians of the
couintry in the welfare and prosperity of our organizatioii.
The year which has elapsed since our last annual meeting has

proved one of unusual prosperity in all branches of legitimate
business having to do with the manifold industrial applicatioins of
electricity. Without exception, so far as I ain aware, the imianiu-
facturers of electrical machinery, apparatus and supplies are all
fully employed; some of them are working overtime, and many
of them have in contemplation or actually in progress extensive
additions to their facilities.
While rapid development, enlargemenit and extension seeims to

be at present the rule in every department of the science anid art
which we, as an organization, especially represent, it inay not be
amiss to refer to the exceptional progress which has beein inade
in certain specific directions since our last meeting. Amoiig these
may be mentioned the transmission and distribution of miechanical
energy through the agency of electric motors, and especially the
application of these to minor branches of manufacturing in large
industrial centres, and to the propulsion of street railroad cars;
the largely extended employment of accumulators or storage bat-
teries for the lighting of buildings and railway passenger cars;
and the introduction of long distance incandescent electric lighting,
whirch has at length apparently been made both practicable and¢I
profitable by the employment of alternating currents and inductiont
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apparatus. Last, but not least, should be mentioned the new art
of welding metals by the aid of the electric current, which seems
likely to occupy a vast and immediate field of usefulness, and to
create numberless new industries, to say nothing of revolutionizing
some of the existing ones which have come down to us almost
unchanged from the days of Vulcan and of Tubal Cain.

I am sure that it will be a source of gratification to you all to
learn that the prosperity of the Institute of Electrical Engineera
has kept fairly abreast with that of its members and co-workers
in their individual and professional capacities.
The series of special meetings, each preceded by a dinner, which

have been held in this city, during a portion of the past year, have
proved to be mnost successful and enjoyable reunions, and have
certainly done much to strengthen the Institute, by increasing the
interest of non-resident members as well as of those residing in
the more immediate vicinity of New York.

Several exceedingly interesting discussions, which have taken
place at these meetings, have been reported in the professional
journals on both sides of the Atlantic, and thus the information
brought out has been made available to the profession generally.
It is proposed to continue this cominendable innovation during the
coming year, and I have no doubt but it will henceforth become
a permanent feature of our proceedings.
The courtesy and liberality of our much-esteemed sister society,

the American Society of Civil- Engineers, has enabled us to enjoy
for another year the hospitality of the convenient and comforta-
ble roomns in which we are now assembled.
While I feel sure that every miember of the Institute appreciates

to the fullest extent the value of the assistance which has thus
been rendered to us as a society in the days of our youth and fee-
bleness, yet in the judgment of some of our most esteemed mem-
bers the time has arrived when we may feel justified in inaking a
determined effort to secure adequate, commodious and convenient
headquarters of our own. Within a day or two past, a movement
has been set on foot to raise the necessary funds to carry out this
project in a fitting manner, and I am more than gratified to say,
with excellent prospects of success. The undertaking will be pre-
sented to-day in a definite form for the consideration of the inem-
bers, and I feel certain that each and all of you will individually do
everything in your power to insure its early and complete success.
It is hardly niecessary to say, that the establishment of the Insti-
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tute in a building of its own, equipped with a library, reading-
room, and perhaps ultimately with an experimental laboratory,
will give us a standing second to that of no other institute in the
world, devoted to a special branch of art or science; it will direct-
ly benefit every industrial enterprise in the country having to do
with electricity; it will increase the confidence of capitalists in the
importance, remiunerativeness, and stability of electrical enter-
prises, and will in every possible way be of the utmost advantage
not only to our own members, btit to all who are in any way connect-
ed with electrical enterprises. I trust therefore that my successor
in the honorable position of President of this Institute may be en-
abled to signalize his administration by the completion of this
most desirable undertaking.

In conclusion I desire to tender my acknowledgements to the
officers of the Institute and the members generally for their kind
and hearty co-operation in carrying on the affairs of the organiza-
tion during the past year.

MR. POPE:-Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure now to in-
troduce to you the newly-elected President for the coming year,
Mr. T. C. Martin, whom you all well know.
PRESIDENT MARTIN then read the following address:

Fellow ]embers of the Institute:
Your action last night, placing me next in succession as Presi-

dent to so distinguished an electrician as Mr. Frank L. Pope, and
so soon after Dr. Norvin Green has occupied this chair, is one that
only the results can justfy. Although my connection with the
Institute dates back to its foundation, and although in the three
years of its existence I have been afforded the opportunity of par-
ticipating in its managemnent, I cannot venture to regard your de-
cision as entirely personal. I would interpret it rather as a gen-
erous recognition of the fact that the Institute has still the larger
part of its initial work to do, and that work must be carried out
chiefly by the younger element, which constitutes an ever-increas-
ing part of the membership. For this great honor, and for this
sign of your confidence, my thanks must, therefore, find their best
expression in what the Institute achieves during the current year.
We stand to-day at an important stage in electrical investi-

gation and development, and yet it is not given us to see or to say
what will be its position in the long vista or perspective stretch-


